Ethics

What are Ethics?
· standards or morals a person sets regarding what is right or wrong

· ethics are subjective (unique to that individual)

Where do Ethics come from?
· family influences

· peer influences

· past experiences

· religious affiliation

· situational factors (certain circumstances)

Activity:

List five things you were raised to believe were wrong or bad as a young child.

For example, “it is wrong to lie”. Compare your list with your friends. Do you see any patterns in the class? Why might there be similarities?

Things I was raised to believe to be unethical:

1. …

2. …

3. …

4. …
5. …

Business and Ethics
· people in business have a social responsibility to act in the best interests of society

· areas include:

· selling products that do not harm people or the environment
· conducting business in a way that has a positive impact

· treating employees in a fair manner

· not engaging in fraudulent or deceptive practices

Legal Versus Ethical
· legal refers to actions or behaviour that are carried out according to the law.

· there is not always a clear distinction between what is legal and what is ethical

	
	Legal
	Not Legal

	Ethical
	It is both legal and ethical to protect customer privacy when a customer makes online purchases.
	It is not legal, but could be considered ethical to leak information from your company in order to stop illegal activity within your company.

	Non-Ethical
	It is legal but unethical to call in sick to work when you are not really ill.
	It is neither legal nor ethical to sell the email addresses of your customers without their permission.


